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Important Notice 

 This User Guide is provided as a service to facilitate participation in the Reconfiguration 
Auctions (Annual and Monthly).  ISO New Englandôs (The ISO) administration of the 
Reconfiguration Auction is governed by the Transmission, Markets and Services Tariff 
(the ñTariffò) as filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  The ISO 
endeavors to ensure that the information in this User Guide is accurate, but in the event 
of any inconsistency between this User Guide and the Tariff, the Tariff shall govern.  
Furthermore, this User Guide does not address all of the issues and requirements 
associated with participation in the Reconfiguration Auction.  For these reasons, it is 
important that any party participating in a Reconfiguration Auction carefully review the 
relevant portions of the Tariff.  

 All capitalized terms used but not defined in the User Guide shall have the meaning 
given to those terms in the Tariff. 

 Recommendations and suggestions made in the User Guide do not constitute advice to 
the Bidders and may not be relied upon by the Bidders. 

 Each Bidder is responsible for assessing the reliability and relevance of any information 
provided in the User Guide and/or in the Auction System. 
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Preface 

Purpose 

This User Guide is designed to serve as the reference document for participating in both the Annual and 

Monthly  Reconfiguration Auction (RA) ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ aŀǊƪŜǘ όάC/aέύ ƛƴ L{h bŜǿ 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ όάL{h-b9έύΦ ¢ƘŜ document introduces the functionality and the structure of the application. In 

most instances, Web page screen captures have been used to illustrate the explanations. 

Assumptions 

An assumption has been made that the reader is familiar with using Web-based applications and Web-

browser navigation.  The RA participant should have a comprehensive understanding of the ISO-NE 

Market Rule, Manuals and other governing documents in order to properly use this User Guide in the 

conduct of the RA so that the RA participant may complete his or her desired business transactions. 

Change Summary 

Revision Date Comments 

Version 1.0 
2010-2011 

May 20, 2009 

 

Initial release  
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1. Introduction 

1. The Reconfiguration Auctions (RA) for the Forward Capacity Market (FCM) are designed 
to allow those Resources that obtained a Capacity Supply Obligation (CSO) for a 
specific Capacity Commitment Period (CCP)  for that CCP as well as 
allow those Resources with Qualified Capacity that is greater than its CSO for the 
specific CCP to acquire additional Obligations (Offers). 

2. The RA also provides the ISO with the capability of acquiring additional capacity in an 
Annual RA (ARA) as it deems necessary  due to Installed Capacity Requirement (ICR) 
increases or deferred purchases in cases where new capacity resource failures and /or 
significant decreases in existing capacity. The ISO is also required to shed excess 
capacity in the third ARA. 

2. The Reconfiguration Auctions 

1. For each CCP there are Annual and Monthly RAs. Each reconfiguration auction shall 
use a static double auction (respecting internal and external transmission limits and 
regional and local sourcing requirements that are updated using a methodology that is 
consistent with the Forward Capacity Auction) to clear supply offers (i.e., offers to 
assume a Capacity Supply Obligation) and demand bids (i.e., bids to shed a Capacity 
Supply Obligation) for each Capacity Zone included in the reconfiguration auction. 
Supply offers and demand bids will be modelled in the Capacity Zone where the 
associated resources are electrically interconnected. 

3. System Wide Values 

1. Capacity Zones ï each of the Annual and Monthly Reconfiguration Auctions for a CCP 
reflect the final Capacity Zones and external interfaces as determined through the 
Forward Capacity Auction for that Capacity Commitment Period  
 

2. Net Installed Capacity Requirement  (NICR) ï The ISO will update the Installed Capacity 
Requirement (ICR), net of HQICCs, including Local Sourcing Requirements and 
Maximum Capacity Limits for Capacity Zones for which price separation occurred in the 
Forward Capacity Auction for that Capacity Commitment Period  

4. Demand Bids and Supply Offers 

1. Supply Offers are used for ARA qualified resources to take on an obligation for 
the specific CCP. 
 The ISO Calculates the difference between a resources qualified value and the 

Capacity Supply Obligation (CSO) for each month.  The minimum of these 

values is the amount of capacity a resource can submit as a supply offer in the 

ARA. 

 Supply Offers and Demand Bids can be cleared in whole or in part 
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2. Bids are submitted to shed obligation.  Resources can submit a bid for any 
portion of the obligation received in the FCA 

 The amount that can be submitted into the ARA cannot be greater than the 

Minimum Monthly CSO for that CCP. 

 

5. Clearing the Auction 

 

1. Financial Assurance Review ï If in the RA, a Supply Offer  or Demand Bid as 
submitted would create a deficit to the Bidding Resource (Bid price submitted greater 
than cleared amount from FCA) this deficit will be held against FA of the Resource 
Owner until the end of the Auction and recalculated based on cleared settlement. If 
Resource Lead Participant (or Project Sponsor for New Resource) does not have this 
amount of FA available, this Bid will be removed from the Auction. 

  

 Demand Bid 

ï If the price submitted in an RA exceeds the FCA clearing price for 
the CP then there may be additional FA implications. 

 
ï When submitting a Demand Bid for the same resource that has a Supply 

Offer, the Demand Bid price must be lower than the Supply Offer 
(otherwise Bid may clear against Supply of same Resource).  

 
 Supply Offers  

 
ï FA implications if the Supply Offer is for Non-Commercial resource for 

MW that have not cleared as New in an FCA 
 

ï If submitting Supply Offer for the same resource that has a Demand 
Bid, Demand Bid price must be lower than Supply Offer (otherwise 
Bid may clear against Supply of same Resource).  

 
2. Run Auction (Completed within approximately two weeks after closing bid/offer 

window) 

 

3. Reliability Review will be performed on  cleared Supply Offers and Demand Bids 
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6. Forward Capacity Tracking System (FCTS) 

1. The FCTS provides the user with the ability to view the maximum amounts available for 
a supply offer and/or demand bid. 

 Figure 1: SMD Application Applications Home Page 

 

 

 

2. Once the user has navigated to the main FCTS Home Page, the user must click on the 
Annual Summary Resource Position Summary located in the left-hand pane, Outlined in red. 

Click on the Forward Capacity Tracking System 

button to navigate to the FCTS Home Page 
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Figure 2: Forward Capacity Tracking System (FCTS) 

 

Figure 3: FCTS ï Annual Resource Summary Position Screen 

 

3. The Annual Max MW values for Supply Offer and Demand Bids per resources are the 
maximum values the user will be able to enter for the specific resource for the 
corresponding bid and/or offer.  

4. To view the Monthly values for the resource, click on the hyperlink under the ID or Name 
Columns. 
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Figure 4: FCTS ï Resource Information Screen, Position tab 

 

  

5. The Position tab provides the user with qualified values for both the Annual and Monthly 
RAs.  Users are able to view specific resource information for a specific RA by selecting 
the specific Commitment Period (CP) and selected specific RA in the drop down box. In 
this case ARA 2 for CP 2010-11.  Once the proration period is over and the values 
finalized, the FCA Obligation includes MW Proration will display in the Monthly 
Determination section of the FCTS Resource Information Screen 
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Figure 4A: FCTS ï Resource Information Screen, RA/Bilateral Qualification tab 

 

6. The RA/Bilateral Qualifications tab contains the qualification value for the RA. The 
Summer and Winter Qualified Capacity MW are located on the top of the Calculation 
Details and Winter Qualified Capacity MW.  
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7. FCM Reconfiguration Auction Bidding User Interface  

1. The Forward Capacity Market Reconfiguration Auction User Interface (RA UI) provides 
the ability for the user to submit a Supply Offer and/or a Demand Bid. A digital 
certificate to is required to access the system.  The companyôs Security Administrator 
must request one of the following roles based on the individuals expected activities in 
the RA UI 

 External Viewer ï allows user to view submitted supply offers and/or demand 
bids for a given auction 

 External Maintainer ï allows user to add, edit, delete supply offers and/or 
demand bids for a given auction 

Figure 5: SMD Application Applications Home Page

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the Forward Capacity Market 

Reconfiguration Auction Button 

navigate to the RA UI button 
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Figure 6: RA UI Main Screen 

 

2. The left plane allows the user to either select the Current Auction to submit Demand 
Bids and/or Supply Offers or review their participation in Previous Auctions.  If no 
Auction is open the UI communicates that via text stating that fact. 

Figure 7: Resource Summary 

 

3. The Resource Summary Screen has the following functionality: 

 Filter ï navigates the user to the Filter screen 

 Resource ID and Name ï Hyperlinks used to the Resource Information screen 

 Add New Demand Bid or Supply Offer Buttons ï navigates the user to the 
applicable Resource Supply or Demand Addition Screen. 
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 Export to CSV - provides the user a method for capturing the data contained in 
the Resource Summary Screen table 

4. The Resource Summary Screen provides the following information: 

 Bidding Window ï Provides the opening and closing date and time for the RA 
window 

 Max Demand Bid and Max Supply Offer MW ï provides the user with the 
maximum amount of MW that can be submitted in a demand bid or supply offer 
for a specific resource. 

 Submitted Demand Bid MW and Submitted Supply Offer MW ï Display the MW 
value submitted for a Demand Bid or Supply offer. A value only displays after a 
respective Demand Bid and/or Supply Offer has been submitted for a specific 
resource. 

Figure 8: Resource Summary Filter 

 

5. The Resource Summary filter provides users with multiple resources and the ability to 
display only those resources matching the filter selection. Multiple fields can be 
selected to reduce the amount of resources displayed. The filter  fields include: 

 Resource Name (ID) ïsearch for an individual resource. 

 Resource Type ï allows filter for a specific type of resource (Demand Response, 
Generator, or Import) 

 Load Zone ïfilter by all the resources located in a specific Load Zone 
(Connecticut, Maine, NEMA/Boston, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, South East 
MA, Vermont, Western MA) 

 Interface ïfilter for all the Import Capacity Resources scheduled across a 
specific interface. 


