FINAL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE NEPOOL

REGIONAL TRANSMISSION OPERATIONS COMMITTEE (TOC)

HELD ON THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1999

ALBANY, NEW YORK

PRESENT:

S. S. Garwood, Chairman

-
Central Maine Power Company

K. Belcher
(Temp. Alternate)
-
Bangor Hydro-Electric Company

T. R. Bush

-
Sithe Energies

M. A. Cannella

-
The United Illuminating Company

P. A. Fiocchi

-
Southern Energy

P. H. Krawczyk
(Alternate)
-
Commonwealth Energy System Companies

C. J. Labenski
(Alternate)
-
Niagara Mohawk

M. H. Rosenqvist

-
New England Electric System Operating Co.

K. D. Rogers
(Alternate)
-
Northeast Utilities Companies

F. J. Small
(Alternate)
-
Central Maine Power Company

P. C. Smith

-
U. S. Generating Company

G. F. Spring

-
Vermont Electric Power Company, Inc.

P. J. Taglianetti

-
Eastern Utilities Associates Companies

E. Wisniewski
(Alternate)
-
Boston Edison Company

GUESTS

J. G. Hinkley

-
Central Maine Power Company

R. Juteau

-
HQ/US

P. G. Kozlowski

-
ISO New England Inc.

R. Moor

-
PP&L, Inc.

P. K. Wong

-
ISO New England Inc.

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES

The TOC reviewed the draft minutes of the March 26, 1999 meeting and agreed to minor modifications.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee (TOC) to approve the draft minutes of the March 26, 1999 meeting, as modified at this meeting.  With 18 TOC seats, the motion passed; 8 in favor, 4 abstentions (BECO, Small Private Utilities, Southern, and UI), and 6 absent (CMEEC, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, PG&E Companies, Marketers and Load Aggregators, and Wisvest).  With 13 TOC seats, the motion passed; 7 in favor, 3 abstentions (BECO, Small Private Utilities, and UI), and 3 absent (PG&E Companies, Marketers and Load Aggregators, and Municipal Systems).

18.4 APPLICATIONS


NEP-99-T02

Ms. Rosenqvist reviewed the details of the New England Power Company’s 18.4 Application, NEP-99-T02, to eliminate the limiting elements for the Boston Import contingencies by re-conducting and reconfiguring the Sandy Pond – Tewksbury #22 substation in Tewksbury, Massachusetts.  The TOC expressed a concern regarding the tardiness of this Application.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee (TOC) to approve the New England Power Company’s 18.4 Application, NEP-99-T02, to eliminate the limiting elements for the Boston Import contingencies by re-conducting and reconfiguring the Sandy Pond – Tewksbury #22 substation in Tewksbury, Massachusetts, with an in-service date of June 1998, as detailed in Mr. John T. Martin’s April 7, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.   Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be undertaken by the appropriate body. With 18 TOC seats, the motion passed; 12 in favor, 1 abstention (Marketers and Load Aggregators), and 5 absent (CMEEC, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, PG&E Companies, and Wisvest).  With 13 TOC seats, the motion passed; 10 in favor, 1 abstention (Marketers and Load Aggregators), and 2 absent (PG&E Companies, and Municipal Systems).


UI-98-T04REV

Mr. Cannella reviewed the details of The United Illuminating Company’s 18.4 Application, UI-98-T04Rev to install a Type III special protection system (SPS) to relieve overloads of the Derby Junction B to the Indian Wells section of the 1570 Line in Derby, Connecticut.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee (TOC) to approve the United Illuminating Company’s 18.4 Application, UI-98-T04Rev, to install a Type III special protection system (SPS) to relieve overloads of the Derby Junction B to the Indian Wells section of the 1570 Line in Derby, Connecticut, with an in-service date of June 1, 1999, as detailed in Mr. Guy V. Zito’s April 9, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. James and Shortley.  Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be undertaken by the appropriate body.  With 18 TOC seats, the motion passed; 12 in favor, 1 abstention (Marketers and Load Aggregators), and 5 absent (CMEEC, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, PG&E Companies, and Wisvest).  With 13 TOC seats, the motion passed; 10 in favor, 1 abstention (Marketers and Load Aggregators), and 2 absent (PG&E Companies, and Municipal Systems).


NU-99-X07

Mr. Rogers reviewed the details of the Northeast Utilities’ 18.4 Application, NU-99-X07, to modify the settings on the Millstone Point unit #3 excitation system.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee (TOC) to approve the Northeast Utilities’ 18.4 application, NU-99-X07, to modify the settings on the Millstone Point unit #3 excitation system, with an expected in-service date of June 1999, as detailed in Mr. Oberlin’s April 7, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.  Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be undertaken by the appropriate body.  With 18 TOC seats, the motion passed; 12 in favor, 1 abstention (Marketers and Load Aggregators), and 5 absent (CMEEC, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, PG&E Companies, and Wisvest).  With 13 TOC seats, the motion passed; 10 in favor, 1 abstention (Marketers and Load Aggregators), and 2 absent (PG&E Companies, and Municipal Systems).

BE-99-T03

Ms. Wisniewski reviewed the Boston Edison Company’s 18.4Application, BE-99-T03, to interconnect AMTRAK’s Sharon station to the 115 kV Canton station taps supplied by the 447-508 and 447-509 (Holbrook x West Walpole) lines.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee (TOC) to approve the Boston Edison Company’s 18.4 application, BE-99-T03, for the interconnection of AMTRAK’s Sharon station to the 115 kV Canton station taps supplied by the 447-508 and 447-509 (Holbrook x West Walpole) lines, with an expected in-service date of June 1, 1999, as detailed in Mr. Hantz A. Presume’s April 6, 1999 transmittal to Mr. Shortley.  Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be undertaken by the appropriate body.  With 18 TOC seats, the motion passed; 12 in favor, 1 abstention (Marketers and Load Aggregators), and 5 absent (CMEEC, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, PG&E Companies, and Wisvest).  With 13 TOC seats, the motion passed; 10 in favor, 1 abstention (Marketers and Load Aggregators), and 2 absent (PG&E Companies, and Municipal Systems).

DISCUSSION REGARDING ADMINISTRATION OF HQ/NEPOOL PHASE II INTERCONNECTION

Mr. Spring reported that the Vermont Companies suggested to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) that VELCO on behalf of its Participants consolidate the posting of transmission service over the Highgate dc facility using an average rate.  This one stop shopping for transmission service over Highgate would be easier for transmission customers than querying multiple transmission providers.  The FERC indicated that this approach was anti-competitive and did not promote open access.  A similar suggestion to the FERC that the ISO on behalf of the NEPOOL Participants consolidate the posting of transmission service over the Phase II dc facility would probably result in a similar response from the FERC.

Mrs. Kozlowski suggested that it may be possible to post the individual transmission providers’ non-firm hourly and non-firm daily transmission services and rates next to each other on a single OASIS home page.  This would require registration with the North American electric Reliability Council (NERC) of a pseudo transmission provider and of capacity types to link the non-firm offerings and rates with the appropriate individual transmission providers.

DEVELOPMENT OF MONTHLY LOADS TO CALCULATE TRANSMISSION RATE

Ms. Wisniewski reported that the Transmission Settlement Subcommittee (TSS) is trying to define Regional Network Service loads, and is discussing the treatment of interruptible loads, back yard generation, station service, losses, etc.  A brief discussion ensued.  Mr. Garwood reviewed a draft summary documenting Central Maine Power Company’s position regarding Regional Network Service Loads.  Mr. Belcher reviewed Bangor Hydro-Electric Company’s position. He noted that he would send a copy of Bangor’s proposal to the TOC following the meeting. Ms. Wisniewski noted that she would draft a BECO position paper, which she believes will have significant support of the TSS, for TOC consideration.  

Follow-up Required:
Mr. Belcher is to send a copy of Bangor Hydro-Electric Company’s position paper regarding the development of Regional Network Service loads to the TOC for their review and consideration.  Ms. Wisniewski is to draft the BECO position paper for TOC review and consideration.

OPERATION OF PTF LINE (Y25-N)

Mr. Spring described a recent event that resulted in loss of load in the Searsburg area.  NEP owns the Y-25N from Harriman to Searsburg and part way to Bennington.  CVPS owns the Bennington substation and the Y-25N part way to Searsburg.  GMP has three loads tapped off of the Y-25N line near Searsburg.  Both NEP and Vermont report their sections of the Y-25N in the PTF Catalog.

Three to four years ago, CVPS opened the Y-25N breaker at Bennington substation due to a contract dispute with GMP.  The breaker has been normally open ever since with the GMP being fed from the Harriman end of the Y-25N.

Two to three weeks ago, a NEP dispatcher, switching out the 3810 breaker at Harriman to the #3 transformer, accidentally de-energized the GMP load at the Fifebrook and Deerfield 5 taps.  Mr. Spring reported that the contract dispute between CVPS and GMP should be resolved by the next TOC meeting and that no TOC action was required.

Follow-up Required:
Mr. Spring is to report on the status of this dispute to the TOC at the following TOC meeting. 

TRANSMISSION MAINTENENACE/CONSTRUCTION COORDINATION

The TOC agreed to form a working group consisting of Messrs. Greg Sullivan, Dana Walters and David Rogers to address possible issues associated with transmission maintenance and construction for the interconnection of new generating resources.  It was noted that ISO-NE would participate in the working group. 

TSS REPORT

Ms. Wisniewski reported on TSS activities.  She reviewed the changes to the language of NEPOOL Open Access Transmission Tariff Schedule 9 recommended by FERC staff Donini and noted that the TSS has adopted the proposed language and recommends that the TOC approve the suggested modifications to Schedule 9.  The TOC decided to review the proposed changes to Schedule 9 at the next meeting to allow members more time to review the proposal.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the TOC is a joint meeting with the NEPOOL Regional Market Operations Committee scheduled for May 20 and 21, 1999 at Northboro, Massachusetts.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Peter Wong, Secretary Pro Tem.
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