FINAL

REGIONAL TRANSMISSION OPERATIONS COMMITTEE (TOC)

HELD ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1999 

NORTHBORO, MASSACHUSETTS

PRESENT:

S. S. Garwood, Chairman

-
Central Maine Power Company

P. H. Krawczyk
(Alternate)
-
Commonwealth Energy System Companies

D. Pileggi
(Alternate)
-
New England Electric System Operating Co.

P. C. Smith

-
U. S. Generating Company

R. deR. Stein
(Alternate)
-
Weil and Howe, Inc./IPPs

P. J. Taglianetti

-
Eastern Utilities Associates Companies

E. Wisniewski
(Alternate)
-
Boston Edison Company

P. K. Wong
(Temp. Alternate)
-
ISO New England Inc.

R. C. Zaklukiewicz

-
Northeast Utilities Companies

G. Zito
(Alternate)
-
The United Illuminating Company

GUESTS:
D. B. Bertagnolli

-
ISO New England Inc.

G. E. Cain

-
Boston Edison Company

M. Schaefer

-
SESCO/FPL

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The TOC reviewed the draft minutes of their January 28, 1999 meeting and suggested an editorial comment.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee to approve the draft minutes of the January 28, 1999 meeting, as modified at this meeting.  The motion passed; 7 in favor, 2 abstention (CMP and UI) and 8 absent (CMEEC, Marketers and Load Aggregators, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, Sithe, Small Private Utilities, Southern Energy Companies and VELCO).

18.4 APPLICATIONS


NEP-98-T21

Mr. Wong reported that the NEP-98-T21 Application was an agenda item at the January 28, 1999 meeting, but TOC delayed reviewing this Application because certain technical information was not available.  He noted that the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Planning Committee has reviewed and approved this Application.  Mr. Pileggi briefly described the project.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee to recommend NEPOOL Executive Approval of the New England Power Company’s 18.4 Application, NEP-98-T21, for the addition of two 345 kV breakers at the Tewksbury 345 kV substation with an expected in-service date of June 30, 1999, as detailed in Mr. John W. Martin’s December 31, 1998 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.  Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be undertaken by the appropriate body.  The motion passed; 9 in favor and 8 absent (CMEEC, Marketers and Load Aggregators, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, Sithe, Small Private Utilities, Southern Energy Companies and VELCO).

NU-99-T01

Mr. Wong noted that NU-99-T01 was submitted by Northeast Utilities for changing the Millstone unit 2’s exciter values.  The TPC has reviewed and approved this Application.  Mr. Zaklukiewicz briefly described the impact of the proposed modification.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee to approve the Northeast Utilities’ 18.4 application, NU-99-T01, to modify the settings on the Millstone Point unit #2 excitation system, with an expected in-service date of March 1999, as detailed in Mr. Oberlin’s January 18, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James. Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be undertaken by the appropriate body.  The motion passed; 9 in favor and 8 absent (CMEEC, Marketers and Load Aggregators, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, Sithe, Small Private Utilities, Southern Energy Companies and VELCO).


BE-99-X01, BE-99-T01 and BE-99-T02

Mr. Cain reviewed the transmission 18.4 Applications, BE-99-X01, BE-99-T01 and BE-99-T02, associated with the installation of the Island End combined cycle generating plant.  In regards to BE-99-X01, he explained that the Special Protection System (SPS) proposed by the Boston Edison Company (BECO) is a Type III SPS, which fully meets the TPC developed guidelines.  In response to a question comparing the impact of this SPS with those needed for the Maine Independent System (MIS) plant, Mr. Cain clarified that the SPS proposed for the Island End plant is for local protection while the SPS proposed for the MIS plant are for regional protection.  He further explained that this SPS is to preserve the thermal transfer of the Boston area transmission system.

Mr. Cain noted that he agrees with the comments made by the ISO staff that the Island End plant should have voltage regulation capability similar to the Mystic 7 unit to help control possible high and low voltage when Mystic 7 is off line.  He noted that the Cabot units will be able to generate at .9 power factor.  He also agreed with the ISO staff that switching the Golden Hills to Mystic 345 kV cable will require that the Island End station be off line until the 109 breaker and the Mystic to Kingston Street 345 kV cable (324) are added.  It was noted that if the Island End Plant is built before the completion of the transmission modifications, then a new 18.4 Application would be submitted to obtain approval of a different operating configuration.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee to recommend NEPOOL Executive Committee approval of the following Boston Edison Company’s 18.4 Applications associated with the installation of the Island End generating plant:

BE-99-X01 - 
to replace the Mystic special protection system (SPS) with a new Type III SPS that will trip the Island End plant for the Mystic 106 stuck breaker contingency, which removes lines 349XY (Mystic to Golden Hills) and 358 (Mystic to North Cambridge) simultaneously, with an expected in-service date of June 1, 2001 and

BE-99-T01 -
to expand the Mystic 345 kV Station to connect the Cabot generator lead, with an expected in-service date of March 31, 2001.

The details of these 18.4 Applications are contained in Mr. Hanz A. Presume’s January 28, 1999 transmittal to Mr. Shortley.  Approval of these transmission 18.4 Applications are based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be undertaken by the appropriate body.  The motion passed; 9 in favor and 8 absent (CMEEC, Marketers and Load Aggregators, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, Sithe, Small Private Utilities, Southern Energy Companies and VELCO).

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee to approve the Boston Edison Company’s 18.4 Application, BE-99-T02, for the installation of 5 series reactors, one on each of the five Mystic 115 kV lines, to control short circuit duty, with an expected in-service date of June 1, 2001.  These lines are 211-514 (Mystic to Woburn), 329-510 and 329-511(Mystic to Somerville to Brighton), 250-516 and 250-517 (Mystic to Hawkins Street to Chatham Street to K Street), as detailed in Mr. Hantz A. Presume’s January 28, 1999 transmittal to Mr. Shortley.  Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be undertaken by the appropriate body.  The motion passed; 9 in favor and 8 absent (CMEEC, Marketers and Load Aggregators, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, Sithe, Small Private Utilities, Southern Energy Companies and VELCO).

NU-99-T05 and NU-99-T06

Mr. Zaklukiewicz reviewed the details of the two 18.4 Applications for new facilities to electrify the Northeast Rail Corridor between New Haven, Connecticut and Boston, Massachusetts.  He noted that these Applications are for the addition of two 115 kV substations, with each facility consisting of two single phase 40 MVA 115/555 kV transformers and associated equipment.  A question was raised concerning local harmonic injection.  Mr. Zaklukiewicz responded that everything is expected to be satisfactory.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee to approve the Northeast Utilities’ 18.4 application, NU-99-T05, to interconnect the proposed Hosely Road substation, owned by AMTRAK, to the 115 kV transmission system, with an expected in-service date of June 1, 1999, as detailed in Mr. K. David Roger’s February 1, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.  Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be undertaken by the appropriate body.  The approval of NU-99-T05 is contingent on the approval by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Planning Committee of this 18.4 Application. The motion passed; 9 in favor and 8 absent (CMEEC, Marketers and Load Aggregators, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, Sithe, Small Private Utilities, Southern Energy Companies and VELCO).

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee to approve the Northeast Utilities’ 18.4 application, NU-99-T06, to interconnect the proposed New London substation, owned by AMTRAK, to the 115 kV transmission system, with an expected in-service date of June 1, 1999, as detailed in Mr. K. David Roger’s February 1, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.  Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be undertaken by the appropriate body.  The approval of NU-99-T06 is contingent on the approval by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Planning Committee of this 18.4 Application. The motion passed; 9 in favor and 8 absent (CMEEC, Marketers and Load Aggregators, MMWEC, Municipal Systems, Sithe, Small Private Utilities, Southern Energy Companies and VELCO).

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the TOC is a join meeting with the NEPOOL Regional Market Operations Committee scheduled for March 25 and 26, 1999 at Northboro, Massachusetts.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________________________

Peter K. Wong – Secretary Pro Tem.
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