FINAL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE NEPOOL

REGIONAL TRANSMISSION OPERATIONS COMMITTEE (TOC)

HELD ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1998 

CHICOPEE, MASSACHUSETTS

PRESENT:

S. S. Garwood, Chairman

-
Central Maine Power Company

T. Bush

-
Sithe Energies, Inc./IPPs

G. A. Cattaruzza
(Alternate)
-
The United Illuminating Company

P. H. Krawczyk
(Alternate)
-
Commonwealth Energy System Companies

R. R. Likover

-
Mass. Municipal Wholesale Electric Co.

J. A. McCluskey 
(Temp. Alternate)
-
Bangor Hydro-Electric Company

D. Pileggi
(Alternate)
-
New England Electric System Operating Co.

G. F. Spring

-
Vermont Electric Power Company, Inc.

G. R. Sullivan

-
Boston Edison Company

P. J. Taglianetti

-
Eastern Utilities Associates Companies

E. Wisniewski
(Alternate)
-
Boston Edison Company

GUESTS:
R. Locke

-
Florida Power & Light

R. Russo

-
The United Illuminating Company

P. K. Wong

-
ISO New England Inc.

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES

The TOC reviewed and commented on the minutes of the August 26, 1998 meeting.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee to approve the minutes of the August 26, 1998 joint meeting of the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee and NEPOOL Regional Transmission Planning Committee, as modified at this meeting.  The motion passed; 10 in favor and 3 absent (Marketers and Brokers, NU and PG&E Companies).

18.4 APPLICATIONS

The TOC reviewed and discussed the transmission 18.4 Applications related to the American National Power Bellingham and Blackstone generating projects.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee to approve:

The Boston Edison Company 18.4 Applications:

BE-98-T03 – Resag 115 kV circuit 148-522 X&Y between West Walpole #447, Dover #456 and Needham #148.  Add heat exchangers to underground sections of circuit and modify/upgrade Needham and West Walpole station terminations.

BE-98-T04 – Reconductor 115 kV line 240-510 between Framingham #240 and Needham #148.  Modify/upgrade Framingham and Needham station terminations.

The New England Power Company 18.4 Applications:

NEP-98-T14 - Upgrade 115 kV buswork at Chartley Pond No. 8 Substation.

NEP-98-T15 - Upgrade 115 kV buswork and switchgear at Millbury #2 Substation associated with P142S and C129N 115 kV circuits.

NEP-98-T16 - Reconductor two sections of the C129N 115 kV circuit between Depot Street tap and Milford Power tap and Depot Street tap and Medway No. 65 Substation.

NEP-98-T17 - Reconductor the G185S 115 kV circuit between the Davisville tap and West Kingston No. 63 Substation.  Upgrade 115 kV switchgear at West Kingston No. 62 Substation.

NEP-98T18 - Reconductor the W175 115 kV circuit between the Carpenter Hill No. 435 and Palmer No. 503 Substations.  Upgrade 115 kV switchgear at Palmer No. 503 Substation.

And to recommend NEPOOL Executive Committee approval of:

The Boston Edison Company 18.4 Applications:

BE-98-T02 -  Reconductor 345 kV Circuit 336N from the interconnection of ANP-Blackstone Power Plant to West Medway #446 Substation.  Loop the 336S and 336N circuits into the new 345 kV plant switchyard.

BE-98-T05 -  Modify/upgrade facilities at West Medway #446 345 kV switchyard.

BE-98-T06 -  Install a new 345 kV switchyard with 4 breakers and associated equipment to connect the ANP-Blackstone generating plant.

The New England Power Company 18.4 Applications:

NEP-98-T08 - Reconductor 345 kV Line 303N between West Medway #446 and the site of the ANP-Bellingham generating plant.  Loop the 303N and 303S circuits into the new 345 kV plant switchyard.

NEP-98-T09 - Reconductor 345 kV Line 343 between Millbury #3 and Sandy Pond No. 237.  Upgrade Sandy Pond terminations.

NEP-98-T10 - Reconductor 345 kV Line 323 between Millbury #3 and West Medway #446.

NEP-98-T11 - Upgrade Millbury #3 345kV switchyard and bus work associated with the 314 and 302 circuits to 3000 A.

NEP-98-T12 - Reconductor 345 kV Line 301 between Carpenter Hill #513 and the NEP border with Northeast Utilities.

NEP-98-T13 - Reconductor 345 kV Line 302 between Carpenter Hill #513 and Millbury #3.

NEP-98-T19 - Install a new 345 kV switchyard with 3 breakers and associated equipment to connect the ANP-Bellingham generating plant.

The Eastern Utilities Associates 18.4 Application:

EUA-98-T04 - Upgrade 345 kV Sherman Road Station facilities.

These 18.4 Applications are for transmission improvements required for the ANP-Blackstone and ANP-Bellingham generating plants; all as detailed in 2 transmittals submitted by Mr. Steckley (dated October 7, 1998 and November 2, 1998) to Messrs. Shortley and James.  The approval and recommendation for NEPOOL Executive Committee approval of these 18.4 Applications are subject to conditions of approval identified by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Planning Committee.  The motion passed; 10 in favor and 3 absent (Marketers and Brokers, NU and PG&E Companies).

TRANSMISSION SETTLEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE (TSS) REPORT

Ms. Wisniewski reported on recent TSS activities.  She provided a status report on issues related to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Order on the NEPOOL Transmission Tariff.  Ms. Wisniewski requested TOC guidance regarding Great Bay Power Company’s request to include its Pool Transmission Facility support costs in the Regional Network Service rate.  She noted that Great Bay’s PTF support costs is about $1 million per year and Great Bay wishes to include the retroactive support costs.  A question was raised whether Great Bay Power would lose Exempt Wholesale Generator (EWG) status if it receives transmission payment.  The TOC requested that Ms. Wisniewski consult with the NEPOOL Counsel regarding this Great Bay request.  The TOC briefly discussed whether generation developers who had entered into an agreement to pick up transmission costs associated with the Seabrook unit prior to the Restated NEPOOL Agreement should be permitted to include their support payments in PTF rate and receive payments from revenues collected by the ISO-NE, without reaching resolution.

RNS AUDIT 

Ms. Wisniewski provided an update of the RNS Rate Audit being conducted by Management Applications Consultants (MAC).  She noted that the final report is expected to be available shortly.

OASIS ADMINISTRATION OF THE HQ INTERCONNECTION

The TOC discussed issues associated with the administration of the Hydro-Quebec Phase II interconnection over the OASIS.  It was noted that there is no consistency in the posting of the HQ Phase II transfer capability on OASIS.  The TOC discussed the possibility of transferring the OASIS administration of the HQ Phase II tie to the ISO-NE.  The TOC agreed that a small group (consisting of members from the OASIS Working Group, transmission owners on the New England Utilities Management Committee and ISO-NE staff) should be formed to review and discuss issues associated with the transfer of the OASIS administration of the HQ Phase II tie to the ISO-NE.

DOUBLE BILLING

The TOC discussed compliance with the April 20, 1998 FERC Order concerning the double billing of some EHV-PTF & LV-PTF by the Local Networks.  Various Participants provided a status report regarding their refund efforts.

MAINTENANCE COORDINATION OF TRANSMISSION OUTAGE FOR NEW GENERATION INSTALLATIONS

Mr. Sullivan led a discussion on issues associated with transmission outage needed to accommodate new generation installations.  He noted that there are technical (reliability) issues that affect the NEPOOL system and economic issues associated with generator outages as a result of transmission outages.  The TOC briefly discussed economic treatment options associated with outage of generators as a result of transmission outages.  Mr. Sullivan agreed to develop an outline of issues associated with this matter for identifying the appropriate NEPOOL group to address the respective issues.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Taglianetti proposed that the current slate of TOC and TSS officers be maintained until such time as the FERC renders a final order on NEPOOL’s OATT rates as filed on December 31, 1996.  The TOC expressed their appreciation to the TOC and TSS officers for their job well done during 1998.

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee to maintain the current slate of officers for the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee and the NEPOOL Transmission Settlement Subcommittee until such time as the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission renders a final order on NEPOOL’s Open Access Transmission Tariff rates as filed on December 31, 1996.  The motion passed; 8 in favor, 1 abstention (CMP) and 4 absent (Marketers and Brokers, NU, PG&E Companies and Small Private Utilities).

TRANSMISSION TRANSFER CAPABILITY

The TOC briefly discussed the establishment of transfer capabilities for the external NEPOOL ties.  The TOC felt that it is the ISO-NE’s responsibility to establish transmission transfer capabilities for operations and NEPOOL Committees should not be involved in this matter.  It was suggested that this TOC position be communicated to the NEPOOL Regional Market Operations Committee.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the TOC is a joint meeting with the MOC scheduled for Thursday and Friday, December 17, and 18, 1998 in Westborough, Massachusetts.

Respectfully Submitted,

_________________________

Peter Wong, Secretary Pro Tem

NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee
November 20, 1998 TOC Meeting


